
Let the people decide whether thq want term limits or not
ELIUIIURST .., the natiods

founde$, drawing on the histc
ries oftbe Greek and Roman
republics, sfoongly believed in
mtation of offrcels. In the
Constituhonel Convention
debates, as rrell as the trbdemlist
Papers, the idea that holding
political offrc€ was sen'rce to the
publiq and not a car€er, is clear.
Career of6crals ale susceptible to
the influenc€s ofpower and at
time; pursue potcies that are
meant to keep them in ofic€, as
opposed to seffing the public.

The heetlline ofa r€cent
Doings artide, "Elec0ed offrciels

weigh in on t€rm 1imits," inad-
vert€ntly highliehts this prob-
lem: in. mbent offfcials who
m€y be unwiling to put the
issue to the !rctels. Dlmhust
Meyor Tbm Marucci likens telm
limit"s to mmmunism and
belie!€s they arc detrimental to
alemocracy, en€n though it is the
voteE who would approve them.'What is more democratic than
people choosing, by apgoval or
rcjection, \rfiether theywant
term Iimits or not?

The Illinois Constitution,
tutide VII, Section 6 states that
'A home rule municipality sha1l

by refer€ndum or as
authoized by la\^l"

Elrihwst public offoals ar€ not
decidirg on telm limits. theil
debat! is only about whether or
Dot the ci8 should place a bind-
ing term limit r€felmdum on
the ballot. fhe constitutron is
dear: Ihe city should put the
question before the people so
that they, be ihey opposed or in
favor decide. ... Gahdel
Gardner, colleg€ int€rn, Cltize!
Arh'oca(V Center
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have the power to provide for its
offic€rt thair Ina1lner of selec-
tioq anal terms of office only as


