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LEGENDARY FIRST AMENDMENT ADVOCATE MARY BETH TINKER TO CELEBRATE 

CONSTITUTION DAY WITH HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS  

 

WHEN:  THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2010, 7 P.M. 

  FREE TO THE PUBLIC 

 

WHERE:  YORK COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL COMMONS 

355 W St. Charles Rd. 

Elmhurst, IL 60126 

 
WHY: COMMEMORATE CONSTITUTION DAY, CELEBRATE FIRST AMENDMENT 

FREEDOMS AND INSPIRE CIVIC PARTICIPATION 

 

Constitution Day commemorates the formation and signing of the United States Constitution on September 

17, 1787.  Celebrating Constitution Day provides an opportunity for the public to remember the importance 

of a document held in esteem worldwide for empowering “We the People” with the rights and responsibilities 

to engage in the democratic process. The First Amendment Freedoms, (freedom of speech, freedom of the 

press, freedom to petition our government, freedom to assemble, and freedom of religion) are essential 

components that ensure a healthy democracy and the capacity to hold government accountable.  

 

Mary Beth Tinker will be at York Community High School to discuss how all of us can practice our First 

Amendment rights, that an engaged citizenry can make a difference, and that it is all of our responsibilities to 

be active participants in democracy.   

 

When Mary Beth Tinker was a 13 year old student at a public middle school in the mid 1960’s, she wore a 

black arm band to protest the Government's policy in Vietnam.  School officials demanded that she remove 

her armband.  She refused and was subsequently suspended.  Unwilling to allow her First Amendment rights 

to be trampled on, her family filed suit again the school district. In 1969 the United States Supreme Court 

heard her case and famously ruled that public school students do not leave their First Amendment rights at 

the schoolhouse gate.  Since then, Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District has been the 

standard by which school districts across the country measure students’ rights to free expression within 

public schools. 

 

Since her landmark ruling, Mary Beth Tinker has been a staunch advocate for practicing the First 

Amendment. She routinely travels the country speaking with students about how knowledge is power and 

how their participation in democracy can make a difference.  

 

The Elmhurst based Citizen Advocacy Center, and the York Community High School Social Studies 

Department are sponsoring Mary Beth Tinker’s visit.   The Citizen Advocacy Center is a non-profit, non-

partisan community based legal organization dedicated to building democracy for the 21
st
 Century by 

increasing the citizenry’s capacities, resources, and institutions for self-governance.  The York Community 

High School Social Study Department is dedicated to ensuring that youth posses an in-depth understanding 

of democracy through encouraging hands-on civic participation and practicing of First Amendment rights.  
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